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large forest and of destroying the beasts, and probably
the jungly aborigines transformed latterly into Nagas
and Asuras, who interfered with the cultivation of land,
does indeed seem atrocious and would not be tolerated
in these days. It was, however, in those days of first
settlement believed to be a sacrifice to Agni and was not
looked upon as heinous, and the country thus cleared
of forest and the molesters of peaceful agriculture soon
attained to a prosperous condition under the strong but
just rule of the five brothers.
The union of the Pandavas and the Yadavas was now
further cemented by the marriage of Arjuna to Subhadra,
sister of Shrikrishna. It was not a marriage of reci-
procal love as is represented by modern poets. Accord-
ing to the Mahabharata it was a marriage by seizure, for
it is stated that Arjuna while on a pilgrimage to Dwarka
saw the beautiful girl in a festival wherein men and
women had gone out from Dwarka to the Raivataka
hill. By the advice of Krishna, who said he did not
know whether Subhadra liked him or not, Arjuna forcibly
seized and carried her away in his chariot. Krishna's
brother Balarama was about to pursue and chastise the
abductor, but was prevailed upon by Krishna to ac-
quiesce in the marriage. Of this union was born Abhi-
manyu, the favourite son of Arjuna and nephew of
Krishna* Draupadi too had five sons born to her from
the five Pandavas.
Conscious of their increased strength and emboldened
by their alliance with the Yadavas and the Panchalas,
the Pandavas now began to revolve schemes for the
assumption of universal sovereignty, and Yudhishthira